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Another Agfest has come and gone, and 2018 did 

not disappoint. Rural Youth volunteers pulled off a 

great event, attracting over 65,000 patrons through 

the gate. Huge congratulations to Owen for the 

great leadership. There were so many comments 

around the positive atmosphere and team 

environment. Each and every member (past & 

present) should be extremely proud of the effort of 

volunteers, who attracted praise from patrons, 

exhibitors and sponsors. We are making a positive 

impact in the community and other organisations / 

businesses are taking notice. We have people 

knocking on our door wanting to know how we can 

work together. 

It was great to see the addition of another Rural 

Youth feature in to the Agfest program. Fitting 

perfectly in to our strategic goal of attracting 15-18 

year olds, the Junior Beef Handlers Expo was a 

fantastic success. Four of the six schools with cattle 

handling teams competed in handling, judging 

and breed classes as well as the Junior Farmer 

Challenge. Crowds gathered around Central 

Arena to watch the events and the media had a 

field day. Well done to Caine for pulling off a great 

feature.  

We are now turning our attention to other events in 

the Rural Youth calendar, with the Young Farmer 

Challenge only a month away and Discover 

Agriculture following soon after. Runoffs for Young 

Farmer will be held on July 1 for any members 

willing to put their Agriculture skills and knowledge 

to the test. This also means another opportunity to 

frock up at the Young Farmer Dinner. This is a great 

opportunity to present the organisation to the 

community and ensure that our positive reputation 

is reinforced. 

Rural Youth awarded 3 scholarships this year, 

helping to foster leadership within the organisation 

and assisting members to reach their full potential. 

Congratulations to Melinda Sward for winning the 

inaugural bursary to study the Associate Degree in 

Agriculture valued at $1,000, and to Ash Reynolds 

and Andrea O’Halloran who will be attending the 

Marcus Oldham Rural Leadership Program in 

Geelong.  

The history of Rural Youth book "From Calf Clubs to 

Field Days" has officially been launched and has 

been selling like hot cakes. It's a great read and 

tells some fantastic stories on how the organisation 

began and how it grew in to what we see today. If 

you want to check out what past members got up 

to you can grab a copy from head office for only 

$35. 

Keep up the great work guys. I can't wait to see 

what the next month brings.   
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Rural Youth—State President 



 

My vocabulary is lacking – congratulations does not 

even come close to acknowledging the 

achievements of Owen, this year’s Committee, our 

staff and volunteers at Agfest!  The positive 

feedback I have received this year has been 

overwhelming – everyone from past members, 

community leaders to acquaintances and anyone 

in between seem to be impressed and keen to 

express their appreciation.  Our numbers were 

certainly outstanding, 65,974, over 3 days, with 

Saturday blowing us all away with 29,799 and the 

weather was kind, but the biggest success was our 

people on the ground.  Their willingness to help, 

pride in the event and themselves, appearance, 

camaraderie and obvious enjoyment were all 

noticed and commented on repeatedly. 

Exhibitors appreciated the new road leading to the 

Equine Expo, reporting increased foot traffic and 

the Junior Cattle Handling was very popular in 

Central Arena.  The Unique Taste Pavilion was 

standing room only for the majority of the event, as 

usual the Craft Sheds were also busy. 

As with all major events, there were challenges, 

particularly in regards to the volume of cars and 

people we dealt with on Saturday – but clear 

thinking and the assistance of neighbours ensured 

the event continued with minimum disruption.   

Speaking to members/volunteers since, all are 

feeling positive and keen to see what can be 

achieved in 2019.  Topics for brainstorming are 

coming in thick and fast – all with the common 

theme of improving the event for all involved. 

The Rural Youth history book was successfully 

launched at Agfest.  If you would like to purchase a 

copy of ‘From Calf Clubs to Field Days – A History of 

Junior Farmer & Rural Youth in Tasmania’ call Rural 

Youth Head Office on 6331 6154 and we can either 

send it to you or put you in touch with someone in 

your area who is selling on our behalf. 

Unfortunately, numbers were down at the recent 

tour of Hillwood Berry Farm, those who attended 

really enjoyed it.  We will be rethinking these tours; 

as current numbers do not justify businesses 

opening at weekends to accommodate us – I am 

keen to hear directly from members what they 

would like to see happen in this space. 

Agfest is over, but there is still heaps happening!  

Keep the following dates free:  Young Farmer run 

offs will be held on July 1 – with the final scheduled 

for August 11.  AGM and the Agfest Annual 

Meeting will be held on Saturday September 15 at 

Quercus – with a dinner to follow – remember all 

members can vote and we want to see you there.  

Watch out on social media and in upcoming 

editions of the Newsletter for more information. 

Regards Karen 
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Hello and welcome, it is with great pleasure that I, 

Owen Woolley, the Chairman of Agfest for 2018 am 

presenting you my first after Agfest wrap up report.  

It is hard to believe Agfest has come and gone 

already in what feels like the blink of an eye. The 

last nine months have definitley been a roller coast 

ride in undertaking this role, but a very rewarding 

ride it has been.  

When I decided to take on the position of 

chairman, I will quickly admit I was flying blind. I 

have been a member of Rural Youth Tasmania for 

nine years and this Agfest was my eighth event as a 

volunteer. Over the years I have progressively taken 

on bigger and more arduous roles on the 

committee, the step to chairman however was 

more like a leap.  

I had never held a position of such responsibility on 

a committee before taking on chairman, so it was 

a crash course in how to chair meetings and 

everything that is associated with such a position. I 

am very grateful for the team and committee 

around me for their patience and support in 

enabling me to take on this position and learn 

along the way. 

Agfest this year was quite the success, with glorious 

weather in the lead up weeks, helping keep the site 

in good condition. Which I can assure you, all 

exhibitors, freight companies and contractors 

onsite were rather pleased about, as there is 

nothing worse than setting up in the mud and rain.  

The three field days were very kind to us, only a 

small amount of rain on Thursday night and early 

Friday morning, nothing the site couldn’t handle 

and hey it wouldn’t be Agfest if it didn’t rain! Over 

the three days we saw 65,794 patrons through the 

gates attending our event, exploring and enjoying 

the wares of what the 709 exhibitors had on display. 

The attendance on each day 

was- 

Thursday 3/5  = 17,313  

Friday 4/5  =18,682 

Saturday 5/5  =29,799 

 

 

This is an amazing attendance, which in fact was 

the second largest crowd for a Saturday and the 

third largest crowd on any day. I know from my 

perspective, this is quite a milestone. 

I must again draw attention to the 120+ volunteers 

that dedicate their time and effort into organising 

and coordinating an event of such magnitude as 

Agfest is, the impact our event has on the state is 

astronomical and it is all done by volunteers 

between the age of 15 and 30!  

Without the amazing team of leaderships, 

volunteers and dedicated staff Agfest wouldn’t 

happen. It is a great pleasure and relief to have 

such and amazing team working together having 

fun and organising one of the states largest events. 

The friendships and fun had running this event are 

priceless, what we achieved is  quite awe inspiring.  

I must acknowledge the patience, support and 

understanding provided to me by my partner in 

crime, Edwina. It has been a long 12 months for us, 

both experiencing Agfest at the needle point. All 

the more harder for you coming in with no 

knowledge of what the event is or how it operates, 

to getting an insight into what being chairman of 

such a prestigious event. Again, thank you for your 

patience, tolerance and support over the last 12 

months, you have kept me sane and reassured me 

at every chance I am doing a good job and 

always willing to help whenever and where ever 

possible to help make my life easier!      

So thanks again to everyone who participated in 

Agfest 2018, without you Agfest wouldn’t exist, the 

success of the event is a credit to you, thank you 

for all your hard work and dedication. I look 

forward to Agfest 2019 with great 

anticipation.  

Kind Regards,  

Owen Woolley  

Agfest Chairman 2018  
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Agfest Dinner Photos 
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Club Reports 

D E V O N P O R T  C L U B 

 

We have had a quiet few months moving into the 

cold but we decided to stay indoors and have a 

catch up at ten pin bowls, Devonport. Overall the 

night was a great way to connect with other mem-

bers of our club as well as to just have some fun 

and en joy each  other ’ s  company.  

We are holding a movie night on the 16th of June 

as a club get together at 6:30pm. Members of rural 

youth are welcome - just message the page and 

we will send you some more information regarding 

the night! 

  

Our next meeting will be held at the movie night at 

6:30pm in Sheffield.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

K I N G B O R O U G H - H U O N  C L U B 

 

How good was Agfest!! Our members had a great time helping out in various roles and checking out all 

the sights and sounds. Huge thanks and congratulations to everyone involved, especially the Kingborough 

Huon members on the committee, for pulling off another fantastic Agfest. 

Since Agfest, we’ve been enjoying spending time with the exchangees. Our members have taken them 

around a bunch of places, including Bruny Island, Mona, Cascade Brewery, Tahune Airwalk and Salaman-

ca. The exchangees and some of our members also enjoyed the Hillwood Berry Farm tour, as well as hav-

ing a great night at the Agfest Dinner. Big thanks to all of those who’ve hosted or entertained them!  

Our next meeting will be our AGM. Venue and time are yet to be confirmed, but the meeting will be on 

Monday 11th June. 
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Club Reports 

H A G L E Y  C L U B 

 

Agfest ticket sales as a club fundraiser were a great 

success again and at Hagley's last meeting it was 

decided that the money made will go towards a 

'mystery bus tour' for members, for which organising 

has begun. Hagley is looking for expressions of 

interest of participation in the day which will 

be  Saturday 21st of July. Other details are yet to be 

confirmed, contact Jacqui on 0429 524 243 if 

interested.  

Rhys and Ethan hosted Helen, UK exchangee for a 

week where she spent some time with Ethan to see 

some of the Tasmanian apiary industry. She also 

went to work with Rhys which gave her the 

opportunity to see and work a dairy farm in Tassie, 

a great comparison with her own dairy farm in the 

UK. They also visited Ashgrove. Elaine from Ireland 

also spent a week with Jackie Harvey. They visited 

a few attractions in the Launceston region 

including Boags Brewery, Penny Royal, the Gorge 

and the Raspberry Farm as well as having a look 

around Devils Gullet.  

Next Meeting is the 7/6/18 @ 7:30 @ Westbury Fire 

Station, all welcome  

Cheers,  

Liv Lawson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N E W  H I S T O R Y  B O O K 

 

Agfest saw the official launch of From Calf Clubs to 

Field Days and copies are now available. 

This 350 page publication is a thorough overview of 

how the organisation has evolved, with many 

amusing stories of member experiences. A fabulous 

record of the wonderful times, camaraderie and 

opportunities available to young people in 

Tasmania. Not forgetting the Agfest story from a 

seed of an idea and how it all began and grew to 

set Rural Youth up to be an independent success 

story.  

Available from the Rural Youth office for $35 - with 

pick up points in the South and North-West. Well 

worth a read if you were ever a member in the past 

or a current member interested in the history of this 

unique organisation.  
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Club Reports 

W E S T E R N  T I E R S  C L U B 

 

May has been another month where we have 

been quietly achieving and planning.  

We are busily putting the finishing touches on our 

dog high jump and BBQ for the Campbell Town 

Show, which is on Saturday 26th May.  

Western Tiers hope that this will be a highly 

successful day for the club, both bringing in some 

much-needed funds so we can continue to do 

things, but also we hope that from this, we can get 

some new members from the day and help out the 

clubs surrounding us.  

Once again, we helped out at the British Hotel with 

their meat tray raffle in early May. This is an ongoing 

thing, and we will be at the pub on the 2nd Friday of 

the month with the meat tray raffle. This is a great 

way to not only raise some funds, but also a great 

way to interact with our local community!  

With Agfest now all wrapped up, It was great to her 

back from some of our members who attended as 

volunteers just how much fun they had, and what 

they learnt!  

It was great to see the club sell 100 Adult Agfest 

tickets, and 20 child tickets. This was a great 

achievement for our club, and we must give a 

shout out to the staff at the Deloraine Medical 

Centre for selling a heap, as well as the British Hotel 

who sold 57 tickets without even trying! We will for 

sure  be back next year with more tickets for you 

both!  

 

Western Tiers had the pleasure of having Shona 

Graham (Scottish exchange) spend the week with 

us post AGFEST, We hoped that she enjoyed her 

time with our club, past members and their families 

during her time in Deloraine. We hope you come 

back soon! 

We are hosting our next exchange (Natasha) later 

in June, and we hope that the club can pull 

together once again to show the best that we 

have to offer.  

Our next meeting is set for Tuesday 5th June at 7pm 

at Kat and Stuarts’ Place in Deloraine; everyone is 

welcome, it will be a pot luck dinner.  

Our AGM will be set at this meeting also.  

Thanks,  

Kat Cresswell 

Secretary 2018 

Our club meetings are always held at 7pm on the 

first Tuesday of the month, unless otherwise noted.  

 

T A M A R  C L U B 

 

What a huge month we’ve all had, running another 

absolutely stellar Agfest. Our little club had a great 

turn out of volunteers with three coordinators, two 

assistants and a couple of busy bodies putting in 

the hard yards on a range of different tasks.   

It’s always great having new people around, 

especially when you get to learn a whole new 

lifestyle from them.  Tamar spent the week prior to 

the Agfest dinner with two international 

exchangees - Elaine from Armagh, Northern Ireland 

& Shona from Auchtermuchty, Scotland. 

The girls got to enjoy their time taking a peek into 

the lives of our Tamar Rural Youth Club members 

and enjoying a club dinner with everyone to top it 

off. Fully embracing the Aussie way of life, got their 

hands dirty, ate plenty of local produce and did 

plenty of site seeing along the way. It was a great 

opportunity for our members to show off their daily 

work lives and get some practice in for next year. 

Next Meeting: Tuesday 12th of June, 7:00pm @ 

Head Office. 

Until Next Month,  

Emily Nixon  

Secretary 2018 
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BRIGHTON CLUB 

 

Brighton want to congratulate all on the big success of Agfest! Our members who have been volunteers at 

Agfest have experienced loads of fun. We would also like to welcome our new member Molly Pogorzelski 

on board! 

 

This month we have been working on our upcoming fundraising BBQ on Sunday the 17th of June at the 

Bunnings store in Glenorchy. You’d be more than welcome if you could drop by and give us some support. 

We still have some healthy cherry snacks left, if any one is interested in any of these and supporting our 

little club, please contact our president Tameika on 0438 060 016 for more details. 

 

We will hold our AGM on Wednesday the 6th June at 6:30 pm at the Huntington Tavern in Kempton. Feel 

free to contact our secretary Sam on 0428 414 439 if anyone is interested in joining us. 

 

Cheers, 

Mei 

A G R I C U L T U R E  A N D  C O M P E T I T I O N S  D I R E C T O R S  R E P O R T 

 

On Sunday the 20th May, about 10 people came along to Hillwood Berry Farm for a tour around their 

operations and to learn a few things about the berry industry and how to grow berries.  

It was a great morning out, despite a few feeling a little worse than wear after a big night before at the 

Agfest dinner.  

A special thanks goes to Andrea O’Halloran, Tamar member and Agronomist at Hillwood Berry Farm for 

showing us around the property and answering all our questions. Thanks also goes to the Dornauf Family, 

especially Robin, Marcus and Simon who let this tour be possible.  

 

Thanks to all those that attended.  

 

Kat and Stuart Cresswell.  



Rural Youth Tasmania Newsletter 

Page 13 

Upcoming Events 

Young Farmer Competition 

The runoffs for the 2018 Young Farmer Competition will be held on 

Sunday 1st July 2018 starting at 9:30 am.  

This is your chance to gain a place in the finals to be held on 

Saturday 11th August 2018.  

Runoffs will commence at 9:30 am, and competitors will have to 

go through a number of modules on the day. A smaller version of 

the finals, it will involve practical and knowledge based modules 

relevant to farming and agriculture in Tasmania.  

For the second year, this competition is open to members of the 

public aged 15-30 as well as all current Rural Youth members. The 

top scoring 12 competitors will continue to the finals. Please have 

your membership renewed before the day if you wish to compete 

as a member. 

For any further enquiries, please give Andrea O’Halloran a call on 0477 377 311.  

2018 / 19 Memberships 

Please remember all memberships cease on 30th 

June 2018 and all new and existing members are 

welcome to join online via the website: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.ruralyouth.com.au/member-renewal-sign-up  

IMPORTANT DATES 

June All Clubs to hold AGMS 

4/6/18 Sorell AGM 7pm @ Pawleena Hall 

5/6/18 Western Tiers 7pm @ The Cresswell House 

6/6/18 Strategic Board Meeting 7pm 

6/6/18 Brighton Club AGM 6:30pm @ Huntington      

Tavern, Kempton 

7/6/18 Hagley Club AGM 7:30pm @ Westbury Fire Sta-

tion 

11/6/18 Kingborough Huon Club AGM @ TBC 

12/6/18 Tamar Club AGM 7pm @ Head Office 

16/6/18 Devonport Club Get Together and Meeting. 

6:30pm @ Sheffield 

22/6/18 Agfest Meeting 8pm @ Head Office 

1/7/18 New Membership year begins 

1/7/18 Young Farmer Runoffs 

21/7/18 Hagley Club Mystery Bus Tour 

11/8/18 Young Farmer Finals & Dinner 

15/9/18 State AGM & Agfest Annual Meeting 

http://www.ruralyouth.com.au/member-renewal-sign-up
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2018—2019 Entertainment Membership 

2018-2019 Entertainment Books  

Still fantastic value at only $65 for Launceston and North West Coast and $70 for Hobart, with thousands 

of dollars of savings to be had,  at a huge variety of restaurants,  accommodation, theme parks, and 

other attractions, not to mention shopping discounts, and special car hire rates.  Great idea for Mothers 

Day! 

 

Digital memberships are already available for download and use today!  Follow this link direct to our 

online order page  http://www.entbook.com.au/240b569 

 

If you would prefer the book version, book memberships will be collected at the launch on 1st May 

2018.   If you would  like to  order  prior to then,  either order  direct through  the online link above,  or 

telephone us at Head Office and organise payment, and you have the option of us taking your book to 

Agfest to be collected at the Site Office.  Otherwise,  books  will  be  available at Head Office the fol-

lowing week, commencing Monday 7th May.  Postage is also an option that can be arranged. 

 

Hobart and Launceston books are available for sale, and also books for all other states, plus Bali.  Follow 

the online link above, and browse all the available books.   
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June 2018 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

    1 2 3 

4 

Sorell Club AGM 

5 

Western Tiers 

Club  

6 Board meeting 

@7pm 

Brighton Club 

AGM 

7 

Hagley Club 

AGM 

8 9 10 

11 

KH Club AGM 

12 

Tamar Club 

AGM 

13 14 15 16 

Devonport Club 

Get Together 

17 

18 19 20 21 22 

Agfest Meeting 

8pm @ Head 

Office 

23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 

 

 

 Club Contacts  

Northern Region   

Hagley Matthew Wadley 0447 171 284 

Tamar Andrea O’Halloran 0477 377 311 

Western Tiers Kat Cresswell 0488 666 365 

Westmorland Jono Iles 0488 303 517 

North West Region   

Devonport Chelsea Rayner 0447 426629 

North Motton Korey Stratton 0427 050 404 

Southern Region   

Brighton Tameika Holland 0438 060 016 

Central Highlands Oliver Haigh 0487 928 844 

Kingborough—Huon Kaysie Wood 0408 297 021 

Oatlands Phil McConnon 0400 561 540 

Sorell Sarah Birch 0437 500 420 


